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39. And the best of this Ummah - after its Prophet (Jz54k4i{ie) - is

Abu Bakr al-Siddiq then ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab, then ‘Uthman Ibn
‘Affan.
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40. We give precedence to those three just as the Companions of
the Messenger of Allah ({z4k4le) gave precedence to them. They
[the Companions] never differed in that.
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41. Then after those three: The five companions of the Shiira, ‘Ali
Ibn Abi Talib, al-Zubayr, Talhah, ‘Abd al-Rahman Ibn ‘Awf and
Sa‘d Ibn Abi Waqqas, each of them was fitting and appropriate for
khilafah and each of them was an Imam (leader).
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42. In this regard we take the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar: “We used to
consider - while the Messenger of Allah (i&4k4{le) was alive and
his Companions widespread - Abii Bakr [to be first], then ‘Umar,
then ‘Uthman and then we remained quiet.”
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43. Then, after the five companions of the Shiira, are the people
who fought in Badr from among the Muhajirin and then those
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who fought in Badr from among the Ansar, from among the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (iz.k4{le) [each one’s
rank is] according to his migration and precedence [in the
religion].
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44. Then the most superior of mankind after these: The
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (Jz54k4{(2), the generation
in which he was sent. Everyone who accompanied him, whether
for a year, a month, a day, an hour or [just merely] saw him, then
he is from among his Companions. His companionship is
according to the extent to which he accompanied him, [and to the
extent to which] he had precedence in being with him, heard from
him and looked at him.
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45. So the closest of them in companionship to him are more
excellent than the generation that did not see him, even if they met
Allah with all the [good] actions. Despite that, those who
accompanied the Prophet (J&54&4{iz), saw him and heard from
him [are superior].
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46. And whoever saw him with his eyes, and believed in him, even
if for an hour, is more excellent, on account of this companionship
[with the Prophet (Jz5.%4{iz)], than the Tabi‘in, even if they [they
Tabi‘in] did every action of goodness.




