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Book of Fasting from al-Durar al-Bahīyah of  
Imām al-Shawkānī (d.1250H) 

 
 
 
Fasting the month of Ramaḍān is obligatory when the crescent is sighted by a 
trustworthy individual or when the days of the month of Shaʿbān are completed. It is 
upon the person to fast thirty days, unless the crescent of Shawwāl is sighted prior to the 
completion of [the thirty days of] Ramaḍān. If the people of a particular land see the 
crescent of Ramaḍān, then it is compulsory on the other countries to conform to this 
sighting. It is upon the fasting person to make the intention to fast prior to Fajr. 
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