
IT IS LIKE THE BARKING OF A DOG 
 

 

In the name of Allāh, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy 

Not Everyone Who Speaks Is To Be Refuted 
Ibn al-Qayyim [d. 751 AH] () 

 

 

Ibn al-Qayyim [d. 751 AH] () said, 

 

“As for the ignorant blind-follower, then do not pay any attention to him. Do not 

allow his insults to offend you, nor his excommunication (Takfīr) [of you], nor his 

declaring [you to be] misguided. Certainly, it is like the barking of a dog, so do not 

make the dog important by responding to it every time it barks at you. Leave it in 

delight with its barking.  

 

And you, yourself, rejoice about the virtue you have been given over him by way of 

knowledge, faith (Īmān) and guidance. Make your turning away from him part of 

thankfulness for the blessing of Allāh () that He () has given you and 

bestowed upon you.” 

 

Al-Ṣawāʿiq al-Mursalah (3/1158) 
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